
Oh no, time to get back to work again! If you are like me, you have mixed feel-
ings. Hate to give up the sleeping in and freedom to go out to lunch- but cannot 
wait to see the kids and get started. Another school year is imminent with all of 
the hopes, dreams, and possibilities of music making and seeing the ñlight 
bulbsò go on. As I anticipate retirement at the end of this year, with 40+ years 
of teaching under my belt, I have those same bittersweet feelings. I would like 
to invite all of you to attend my retirement/alumni orchestra concert on May 18 
at Blue Valley Northwest High School. 
 
We will be electing a new secretary and president-elect in January whose terms 
will begin in May. Eric Crawford (ecrawford@usd259.net) is chairing the nomi-
nating committee which includes Martha Barnhill(barnhill@sunflower.com), 
Joan Crull (jcrull@hays489.k12.ks.us) and Carolyn Voth 
(tcvoth@networksplus.net). If you have suggestions for someone you think 
would be willing to serve, or you yourself would be willing to serve, please con-
tact one of the members of the committee. 

The bylaws revision was passed. Thank you to those who voted. You can see the 
revised bylaws on our website www.kasta.org . 

KASTA is launching the first Kansas intercollegiate orchestra (KIO) at KMEA 
this year. Thanks to Jeremy Starr at Emporia State University for spearheading 
this inaugural event. Information is available on the KASTA and KSMEA web-
sites. String players will be accepted on the recommendation of a college direc-
tor or professor, and winds and percussion will be asked to submit an audition 
tape. See the websites for additional information. If you wish to volunteer to 
help, please contact Jeremy (jstarr2@emporia.edu). 

Many thanks to our Newsletter editor, Rebecca Tast, and web master, Ken Ha-
koda for their creative work! Thanks to Michael Harbaugh, treasurer, Melinda 
Flohr, secretary, Karen McGhee, president elect, Bruce Boyd, past president, 
Rebecca Meis, bylaws and membership facilitator, and many more string teach-
ers for the work they do for KASTA and the string students in our state. 
Have a great beginning! 
 
Kathleen McCullough, president  
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Positive thoughts for the new school 
year:  

ñIn times like these, when budget con-
straints and awkward scheduling can get 
us down, we need to remember: ITôS ALL 
ABOUT THE STUDENTS! They are vic-
tims of these unfortunate occurrences as 
well. The tone we set in our classrooms is 
more important than ever this year, so Iôm 
going to go in there with the most positive 
attitude I can muster and just enjoy teach-
ing those wonderful kids!ò                        
Joan Crull   
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KASTA, in conjunction with the Kansas Music Educators Association (KMEA), is sponsoring the formation of 
the Kansas Intercollegiate Orchestra (KIO), which will rehearse and perform in February 2012 at the KMEA 
convention in Wichita.  The KIO is an exciting collaborative event for all collegiate student instrumentalists in 
the state of Kansas and participating students need only be enrolled in a music class (of any kind) to be eligi-
ble for the KIO.  
 
String player participation in the Intercollegiate Orchestra will be based strictly on recommendations made by 
each orchestra and/or string program director from each college/university (no recorded audition re-
quired).  I will then prepare a roster with the names submitted by the college program directors.  Chair place-
ment auditions will be done on the day of and prior to the first KIO rehearsal and adjudicated by volunteer 
college program directors. 
 
The final roster of participants will be posted on the KASTA website (www.kasta.org) as well as mailed to each 
college program director.  The fee for each participating student is $30/person, and students are responsible 
for their own travel, food, and lodging expenses.  Renowned conductor, Dr. William LaRue Jones, will be the 
guest conductor for the KIO. 
 
For KIO applications and more information on the KIO, please visit the KASTA website and click on the "KIO" 
tab.  If you have further questions, please contact the KIO Chairperson, Jeremy Starr, at 620-341-5226 or 
jstarr2@emporia.edu.  

The growth of school orchestras in Kansas came from pioneers and leaders in almost every decade since 1900. 
An innovative string teacher or orchestra director has always been at the head of every growth spurt in orches-
tra enrollments from every part of the state.  Occasionally, it was a school director and at other times it was a 
leader in colleges and universities of Kansas.   

Eastern Kansas orchestras in the 1940ôs and 50ôs were encouraged and strengthened by a Trio of musicians 
from Lawrence and Pittsburg.  Markwood Holmes, violin professor at Kansas State Teachers College at Pitts-
burg, joined with Raymond Stuhl, cellist professor at the University of Kansas, and Rayôs wife, Alberta, a re-
nowned Lawrence piano teacher. Their piano trio performed concerts from Kansas City to Coffeyville. That 
modeling of fine music was an inspiration to hundreds of students and teachers in the eastern third of the 
state.  

The goal was to provide professional music concerts for students who lived in rural portions of eastern Kan-
sas. Not only did the trio perform dozens of concerts, but the area orchestra directors scheduled them to teach 
lessons with their students on the days they were there to do concerts. It helped develop better musicians and 
orchestras in eastern Kansas.  The Holmes-Stuhl Trio was a huge influence in Kansas music.   

Single teachers, or small groups, have been very important to Kansas orchestra history. Each of you may have 
been influenced by one of those crusaders who went out beyond their community and spread the word of good 
music and its importance.  In fact, some of you are doing now in your area of the state, exactly what those mu-
sical pioneers did.  
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Announcing The Kansas Intercollegiate Orchestra  
Jeremy Starr 

Echoes from Orchestras Past  
Larry R. Williams  
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Developing Your Orchestra Pedagogy  
Fall String Teacherôs Workshop at Baker University 

September 10 -11, 2011 
Owens Musical Arts Building, 408 8 th  St., Baldwin City, KS  66006  

Contact:  Lori McKinney 785 -227 -5684 and lori.mckinney@bakeru.edu  

Do you need graduate credit?  1 hour of graduate credit is available through Baker University!  One must at-
tend all sessions to earn graduate credit. Do your high school students need mentoring for the KMEA audition 
excerpts?  They are welcome to attend the sessions on Sunday, Sept. 11 or you can share the practicing tips 
with them. Are you a new teacher and feel overwhelmed or have questions and concerns?  You will receive 
helpful information help from the presenters and participating teachers. Are you a college student preparing 
to be a teacher?  This is the place for you!  We have special rates for college students and 2011 music education 
graduates. Are you looking for strategies to improve sound production and intonation as your students ad-
vance through your program?  Are you looking for strategies to assess your students?  Are you looking for new 
music for this year?   
 
Get off to a great start this fall and enhance your teaching skills!  Bring a violin, viola, cello, or bass as many of  
the sessions are hands-on and Hal Leonard Publishing is providing material for a reading session.  We are 
honored to have Bob Gillespie as our clinician Saturday and several great Kansas teachers and professors Sun-
day.  
 
Please register by SEPTEMBER 1st so that we can plan accordingly for materials, handouts, food, bever-
ages, etc.  You may pay for registration on campus during the workshop but please send or email the Registra-
tion Form ASAP.  Cash and checks only for registration.  Credit cards accepted for the graduate credit. 
 
Morning coffee, tea, coffee cake, and fruit will be available each morning.   
Lunch will be served on campus for $6:50 each day.   
 
Full Schedule and Registration Form are available  on our website, KASTA.org.  
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Baker String Teachers Workshop  
Lori McKinney  

Introductions: Jacob Dakon, Assistant Professor of Music Education 
and Music Therapy, String Pedagogy, The University of Kansas  

Jacob M. Dakon is a violinist and Assistant Professor of Music Education and Music Therapy at the University 
of Kansas. Dakon received his Bachelor of Music Education from the University of South Carolina and a Mas-
ter of Music in Violin Performance from Appalachian State University. He is currently finishing his Ph.D. in 
Music Education at The Ohio State University with Dr. Robert Gillespie.  

Professor Dakon taught string orchestra in the public schools of South Carolina and served as adjunct faculty 
at the Appalachian State University Hayes School of Music in Boone, North Carolina. Other positions included 
String Coordinator and Violin Instructor for the ASU Community Music School and Suzuki Violin Instructor 
at the James C. Harper School for the Performing Arts in Lenoir, North Carolina.  

As an active researcher, Professor Dakon has presented in South Carolina, Ohio, Kansas, and California for 
music organizations such as the American String Teachers Association and the Music Educators National 
Conference. Dakon has also published in the Journal of Historical Research in Music Education. His current 
research focuses on string pedagogy for the heterogeneous string class, learning through memorization, and 
the history of string education.  

Professor Dakon is an active musician and conductor in chamber and orchestral settings. He has guest-
conducted district and regional student honors orchestras in South Carolina, Ohio, and Kansas.  



Page 4 KASTA 

McHugh Violin Shop  
 

proudly offers  

 

~Fine violins, violas, cellos, basses and bows~  

~Competitively priced cases and accessories~  

~Expert restoration and rehair services~  

~Evaluation and appraisals~  

 
Our exclusive "E.V. Knight" and "Beijing" series of fine violins, violas, cellos and basses have set the 

standard in this region for the most resonant, beautifully made, affordable orchestral stringed instru-
ments. Each is painstakingly set up in our own workshop to ensure quality, and carries our renowned 

two -year warranty.  

 

To complement the new instruments, we carry a  

wide range of fine older instruments and bows.  

Any of our instruments or bows may be auditioned in our practice studios, or taken for a short ap-
proval to be played in the comfort of your own surroundings!  

 

We now enjoy the patronage of many customers from surrounding states who visit us for set -up work 
and tonal adjustments; appointments are recommended for these one -on -one services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

see us on the web at www.mcfiddles.com  
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